July 18, 2017 Federal tax proposals

Dear XXX, MP and Mr. Morneau, Minister of Finance

I am writing you to express my deep concern with the Federal Government’s proposed tax measures which increase taxes on middle‐class entrepreneurs whom I believe are the drivers of Canada’s economy. I do not believe that these proposed tax measures achieve the Liberals’ objectives of helping middle‐class families on the backs of the wealthy ones, as promised in your campaigning. I am not opposed to well planned and executed tax reform, however I believe that the Liberal government has substantially missed the mark with these proposals.

I believe that removing incentives for entrepreneurs to take risks and employ Canadians will cause many small business owners to leave Canada. I value Canada’s entrepreneurs, doctors, and farmers and I don’t believe that rushing into such dramatic tax policy changes are the way to express my appreciation for all that they have contributed to Canada.

Before enacting any such changes, I believe you have a duty to answer the following questions to all Canadians:

· Who will benefit from these changes? If it is the middle‐class, why are you attempting to increase their taxes?
· On what basis has the government decided that the features of the current small business taxation system are no longer desirable or required?
· With regards to the ‘fairness’ the government aims to achieve, does the government intend to provide EI, funded pension plans, funded vacation pay and funded sick days to Canadian entrepreneurs?
· Does the government believe that tax rates of up to 93% are fair to Canadian entrepreneurs?
· Does starting a business entail considerable risks and costs?
· What incentives are provided for entrepreneurs to take those risks in Canada?

The gravity of these proposals and the irresponsibly short consultation timeline are shocking to me. The government’s decision on these proposals will weigh heavily on my vote in 2019. I implore you to represent my concerns for the sake of Canada as this continuing uncertainty is devastating our entrepreneurs’ faith in our country.

The articles below (among others) highlight my incredible concerns from industry experts and affected businesses.

Yours truly,
XXX
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